Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 00898 211816Z 

46 

ACTION SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-07 PRS-01 SSO-OO /036 W 

079720 

O 211524Z JAN 76 

FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8939 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 898 

E.O. 11652N/A 

TAGS: EEWT, ETRD, UR, US 

SUBJECT: OIL NEGOTIATIONS 

FOR UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON 

1 . MCGRAW-HILL'S RESIDENT MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT, PETER GALL, 

CALLED EMBASSY THIS AFTERNOON FOR CONFIRMATION THAT SOVIET OIL 
DELEGATION PLANS TRAVEL TO WASHINGTN OVER WEEKEND AND TO BEGIN 
OIL NEGOTIATIONS NEXT WEEK. GALL OBTAINED STORY FROM VASILIY 
MERKULOV, CHAIRMAN OF SOYUZNEFTEEKSPORT, WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS 
MEMBER OF SOVDEL. 

2. EMBASSY DECLINED ANY COMMENT, BUT WE EXPECT STORY WILL 
APPEAR IN NEXT ISSUE OF BUSINESS WEEK, FOR WHICH WEDNESDAY IS 
GALL'S REGULAR DEADLINE. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON LINE EMBASSY SHOULD TAKE WHEN 
QUESTIONS ON OIL NEGOTIATIONSARISE FROM OTHER LOCAL CORRESPONDENTS. 
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